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The State Games of America is featured on the front cover 
of the November 2009 issue of ªWinning -- Sports Meetings 
and Destinationsº magazine.  The magazine is published 
annually by The Group Travel Leader out of Lexington, KY.

A photo of Michelle Kwan, arms raised and torch in hand, 
just after lighting the caldron at the 2007 State Games of 
America extends over the entire cover.  The photo was sup-
plied to the magazine by Experience Colorado Springs.

The National Congress of State Games Board of Directors 
praised the Colorado Sports Corp. for its work in conduct-
ing an event worthy of national attention and for helping 
market the photo.  

ªThat State Games of America is the highest-profile prop-
erty of the NCSG, so this kind of national publicity is excel-
lent,º said NCSG president Barclay Kruse. ªWith the RFP for 
SGA 2013 and 2015 officially on the street, it comes at a 
perfect time. You have to love that branding on Michelle's 
t-shirt,º

The Board also encouraged member-states to use the mag-
azine in promoting the State Games of America as well as 
their local events.  For more information on the magazine 
or the National Association of Sports Commissions, go to 
www.sportscommissions.org/Home.

Dear State Games Family,

With less than a hundred days remaining until 
the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter Games, I 
continue to be amazed by the Olympian e! orts 
of some of our members who contribute time, 
energy and talent to move the National Congress 
forward.

I would like to speci" cally recognize just a few of 
those big contributors. 

First, a huge thank you to director Doug Mar-
tin, and the sta!  of the Rocky Mountain State 
Games/Colorado Springs Sports Corporation 
for producing the best State Games of America 
ever this past August. In a tough economy, the 
athlete count again topped 10,000. # e quality of 
sport organization was top-$ ight, and the open-
ing ceremony was truly inspiring. 

Next, kudos to the sta!  of the Iowa Games, who 
hosted our Annual Symposium in their home 
city of Ames last month. # e quality of the work-
shops and social activities was among the best at 
any of our previous conventions. 

My third thank you goes to chair Pete Lampman 
and the entire State Games of America commit-
tee ± Stephen Rodriguez, Doug Martin, Mark 
Lord, Marc Riker, Sandi Hill, Dave Farrand and 
Stori Peterson. # at committee spent a lot of ex-
tra time editing and publicizing the bid package 
for the 2013 and 2015 State Games of America. 
We have more cities than ever interested in host-
ing our highest-pro" le property, which is a real 
credit to the work of that committee. 

                                      CONTINUED ON PG. 3

A LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT

Barclay Kruse, 
Minnesota

State of the Games
national congress of state games  NOVEMBER 2010
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What did you take away
from the Symposium 

this year?
Leah Reed, State Games of Mississippi

T he Iowa Sports Foundation rolled out the red 
carpet for this year's National Congress of State 

Games symposium. Ames, Iowa was not a city or state 
that I had on my ªhope to travel toº list. I can say that 
because I am sure that Meridian, Mississippi is not on 
yours either. But, that is what is one of the many great 
things about our national organization. A symposium 
brings us together with our peers for a new experience 
each year. What a fantastic experience Ames, Iowa was! 
One I probably would have missed in my lifetime if not 
for my involvement with the National Congress orga-
nization. " ere was de# nitely an excitement shared by 
everyone who attended the Symposium. " e following 
are quotes that were made by attendees during the week 
in Ames:

Marc Riker, Alabama Sports Festival ± liked the Athlete 
of the Year Banquet speaker Bernie Saggau.  ªBernie 
reminded us that we have a special role in people's lives 
and that we should be proud of our contribution.º

Mitch Gross, Sun$ ower State Games ± ªAttending the 
symposium this year further strengthened my belief in 
the importance of fellowship and the bonding we all 
experience when we are together.º

Barclay Kruse, Star of the North Games ± ªEven in 
tough economic times and with some states facing chal-
lenges we focused on where we are strong and we still 
are strong.º

Je%  Scully, Maine Games ± ªI look forward to the 
Symposium each year and the opportunity to communi-
cate with the only people in the world that understand 
exactly what I do.  Each State Games is unique and dif-
ferent and yet, we are all striving to put on the best State 
Games possible in our state.º  

Liana Susott, Big Sky State Games ± ªRound table 
discussions and the sharing of ideas are what is most 
helpful.   One great take away was the presentation on 
the micro# ber t-shirts.º

Branden Bopp, Nebraska Sports Council ± ªI liked the 
social aspect and the sharing of ideas.  It was a fun time 
with the State Games family and a learning experience.  
" e online registration session and discussion was a 

good take away for me.º

Pat ªLinusº Hagedorn, Nebraska Sports Council ± ªI 
will take home a lot on new things for youth, in par-
ticular the anti-doping session. " e USADA had great 
ideas to promote youth sports. " e Web sites and tools 
regarding competing clean will be good to promote to 
our athletes.º

Jim Hallihan, Iowa Sports Foundation ± ª" e Sym-
posium functions worked so that people would stick 
together.  I think people got to know each other better.º

Kelly Filla, St. Cloud Area CVB - ª" is was my # rst 
time to attend the Symposium and I am coming away 
so pumped up. " e Athlete of the Year Banquet was so 
inspiring and gave so much perspective into the na-
tional experience. I truly enjoyed meeting everyone and 
seeing the pride that everyone has in their own Games, 
communities and states!º

Mark Lord, Games of Texas - ªI enjoyed the round table 
discussion. We can always learn something from di% er-
ent states, and it is good to hear di% erent problems and 
solutions with games in each state.º

2009-2010 NCSG 
Board of Directors

PRESIDENT
Barclay Kruse, Minnesota

VICE PRESIDENT
Marc Riker, Alabama

SECRETARY
Jeff Scully, Maine

TREASURER
Dave Mlnarik, Nebraska

Steve Ahlgreen, Utah
Mitch Gross, Kansas

Chuck Hobgood, North Carolina
Pete Lampman, Virginia

Karen Sanford Gall, Montana
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2009 Athletes of the Year

T he National Congress of State Games awarded its 
Male and Female Athlete of the Year Awards Oct. 

7 to Dave Sutko, of Lincoln, Neb., and Cindy Hauber, of 
Ames, Iowa, respectively.  ! e awards were presented dur-
ing the awards banquet at the NCSG's annual symposium 
at the Gateway Hotel in Ames, Iowa.

Sutko, 38, earned the male award by participating in 
25 di" erent events and winning 16 medals in the 2009 
Cornhusker State Games in Lincoln, Nebraska.  His 
quest was part of a challenge to celebrate the Games' 25th 
Anniversary.

Hauber earned four gold medals in swimming, a silver in 
triathlon and also completed the 5K Road Race.  In 21 
years of competing in the Iowa Games, she's earned more 
than 100 medals and in 2001 she overcame a cerebral 
aneurism to return to active competition.

For the full story visit
www.stategames.org/AOY.html. 

PRESIDENT'S LETTER CONT'D

Kevin Cummings, from the Bay State Games, has served 
as the NCSG's liaison to the U.S. Olympic Committee 
for the past two years. # is is a job where continuity and 
connections are keys to success, and Kevin has provided 
both.

Moving forward, what will be our priorities? Here's a 
quick listing: managing the SGA bid process, increas-
ing support for states working to start new state games 
programs, supporting our existing members in this reces-
sionary climate, and improving communication among 
our membership by more e! ectively utilizing our website 
tools. 

Cheers, 

Barclay Kruse
Blaine, Minnesota

SAVE THE DATES
The 2010 NCSG Mid-Year Meeting will be held 

in conjunction with the 2010 National As-
sociation of Sports Commissions (NASC) Sports 
Events Symposium in Columbus, OH.  The NCSG 
Mid-Year meeting will take place April 12th with 
the NASC convention taking place April 13 - 15.  

The invitation for the Mid-Year Meeting extends 
to the entire NCSG membership.   This year the 
Mid-Year meeting will be accepting bid presenta-
tions from potential 2013 & 2015 State Games of 
America host cities. 

NCSG Mid-Year Meeting - April 12
Columbus, OH

NCSG Symposium - September 21-24  
San Diego, CA

Cindy Hauber of the Iowa Games & Dave Sutko of the 
Cornhuster State Games of Nebraska were named the 

2009 National Congress of State Games Athletes of 
the Year. 

2013/2015 SGA

The 2013/2015 State Games of  
America are up for bid. The SGA 

RFP is available online at 
www.stategames.org.
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Weathering the State 
Games Financial Storm

Kevin Cummings, Bay State Games

From October 2008 through July of 2009, Bay 
State Games received word that over $400,000 in 

state funding and sponsorship had been cut from our 
2009 and 2010 budgets. Despite these # nancial hard-
ships, we had an outstanding year. Athlete participa-
tion increased in all winter sports and in 21 of 25 
summer sports. Entry revenue increased by over 20%, 
media coverage was up from 2008 and expenses were 
signi# cantly reduced from the previous year.  

I believe three factors allowed Bay State Games to 
weather this # nancial storm. 

1.   THE POOR ECONOMY HELPED PAR-
TICIPATION AS ATHLETES LOOKED FOR 
LOCAL EVENTS

Given the bleak economy, we expected a decrease in 
participation as parents had to cut back on non essen-
tial spending. ! is was not the case. Families appear 
to still consider their children's sports participation a 
priority.  Families were more economical when mak-
ing decisions as to where their kids would participate. 
Instead of trips requiring extended travel and lodg-
ing costs, families were looking for more local events 
that were well run and a" ordable. ! e ªstay local, play 
localº theme utilized by many states in 2009 held true 
for Massachusetts and we saw record growth.  

 2.  WE HAD CREATED A FINANCIAL RE-
SERVE TO DEAL WITH A SUDDEN FUND-
ING LOSS

Many years ago, Bay State Games recognized the 
instability of state funding and sponsorships. We set 
forth to create a cash reserve to deal with a sudden 
loss of any major funding source.  Contributing to 
this reserve is as much a part of our annual budget 
and # nancial process as paying salaries and facility 
bills. When word came that state funding had been 
cut, it was the reserve that allowed us to move for-
ward with minimal disruptions. 

 3.  DIFFICULT DECISIONS WERE MET 
WITH NO RESISTANCE

We had to make many di&  cult decisions regarding 
the Bay State Games this year to ensure our survival. 
We were very concerned that some of these decisions 
would create negative feedback and lead to a decrease 
in participation. We increased entry fees across the 
board anywhere from $5 per person to $50 per team, 
cancelled opening ceremony, reduced newspaper ad-
vertising signi# cantly, cancelled the Mass Shape Up 
Program, eliminated non essential uniform items in 
certain sports and a host of other cost saving maneu-
vers. We did not receive one bit of negative feedback 
on any one of these decisions. ! ey did not a" ect 
participation, awareness or the athlete experience in a 
negative way.  
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Polk County, Florida Named as Host City
for Southeast Sports Festival

T he ! ird and Fourth Southeast Sports Festivals will be held in Polk County, Florida in the 
summer of 2010 and 2012. ! e Southeast Sports Festival is a multi-sport festival with ath-

letes from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina and Virginia eligible 
to compete after qualifying at the respective State Games.

Arkansas, Louisiana, South Carolina, Tennessee, and West Virginia also have provisional permis-
sion to participate in the 2010 Southeast Sports Festival.

ªPolk County's experience in hosting multi-sport events and the communities support make it 
an ideal host city for the Southeast Sports Festival,º said Marc T. Riker, President of Southeast 
Sports Festival. ªPlus, being a destination area, for participants and family members to visit, is an 
added bene# t.º

! e tentative roster of sports for the ! ird Southeast Sports Festival currently includes Fenc-
ing, Lacrosse, Soccer, Taekwondo and Track ( Field with the possibility of Baseball, Basketball, 
Cycling and Table Tennis being added at a later date.

ªPolk County is very excited to be selected as the host of the 2010 and 2012 Southeast Sports 
Festival,º said Marc Zimmerman, Sales and Events Manager for Central Florida's Polk County 
Sports Marketing. ª! is event will help to bolster the local economy at a much needed time. 
Having hosted the Sunshine State Games for the past three years hosting the Southeast Sports 
Festival is the next logical step.º

Polk County venues currently scheduled to be used for the Southeast Sports Festival include ! e 
Lakeland Center, Lake Myrtle Sports Complex in Auburndale, Lakeland's Simpson Park and 
Frostproof High School.

! e Southeast Sports Festival is a biennial event that began in 2006 in Shelby County, Alabama. 
It was held in Tallahassee in 2008. Polk County, home of the 2007 through 2009 Florida's Sun-
shine State Games, will serve as hosts for the next two events. Dates of competition for the 2010 
Southeast Sports Festival will be July 30 ± August 1, 2010.

For more information as it becomes available, please check www.southeastsportsfestival.org.

Utah to Host 2010 State Games 
of the West

T he Utah Summer Games are thrilled to announce that Utah will be hosting the State Games 
of the West in 2010.  ! is exciting event will be held in conjunction with the Utah Summer 

Games from June 9th - June 27th. 2010.

! e Utah Summer Games Board of Commissioners, the NCSG and the State Games of the West 
are extending an invitation to athletes from within the Western Region to come to Utah and go 
for the Gold.  ! e Western Region includes California, Arizona, Alaska, Colorado, Hawaii, Ne-
vada, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, New Mexico, Washington, Wyoming, and Utah.   

Eligible athletes, you are all welcome and encouraged to come to Cedar City, Utah in June, 2010 
to represent your state and compete by matching your skills and competitive desires in a regional 
arena at the State Games of the West.  

Further details will be published in the future. 

As always we appreciate your support and look forward to celebrating our 25th Anniversary this 
summer with you.
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2010 State Games Winter & Summer Dates
Winter
Grand Canyon State Games January - April
Sooner State Games  January 2-4, 23-24, 30; February 13; March 6
Games of Texas   January 15-17
Bay State Games   January 22-24
Badger State Games  January 22-24, 29-31; February 4-7
Iowa Games    January 23-24, 29-31: February 6, 13-14
Keystone State Games  January 29-31; February 12-15; March 6-7
California State Games  February 15 - March 7
Empire State Games  February 19-21

Summer
Sunshine State Games  April - June
New Mexico State Games  Memorial Day Weekend - June
Grand Canyon State Games June
Sooner State Games  June
Washington Games   June 8 - August 1
Utah Summer Games  June 9-27
State Games of North Carolina June 18-27
Badger State Games  June 18-20, 24-27
Alabama Sports Festival  June 19-20
Maine Games   June 19-20, 26-27
Star of the North State Games June 19-27
State Games of Mississippi June 19-27
State Games of Michigan  June 25-27
Cornhusker State Games  June 25-27
Bay State Games   July 5-18
California State Games  July 8-11
Georgia Games   July 9-11, 16-19 & 24-25
Bluegrass State Games  July 9-11, 16-18, 23-25, & July 30 - August 1
Sunflower State Games  July 9-25
State Games of Oregon  July 10-11
Iowa Games    July 10-11, 15-18, 24-25
Big Sky State Games  July 12-18
Commonwealth Games of Virginia July 16-18
Show-Me State Games  July 16-18, 23-25
Keystone State Games  July 20-25
Empire State Games  July 21-25
Nutmeg State Games  July 24 - August 1
Rocky Mountain State Games July 30 - August 1
Games of Texas   August 5-10

State Games of the West  June 9-27
Southeast Sports Festival  July 30 - August 1


